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ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARD(S): Common Core or Content Standard(s) addressed 
 

RL 3: Examine particular elements of a story or drama (e.g., setting, characters, plot). Examine 

individuals, events, and ideas in a text    

RL 4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of rhymes and other 

repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or 

drama. 

RI 3: Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas 

influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 

Collaborative (engagement in dialogue with others) 

Students will work with in groups of 4 to turn each other’s poems into tableaus.  The author will take 

on the role of director in order to guide the posture and facial expressions of the others.  

Interpretive (comprehension and analysis of written and spoken texts) 

Group members will help the director come up with accurate poses and facial expressions based off 

their interpretation of the autobiography as well as their own background.  

Productive (creation of oral presentations and written texts) 

The author will read their poem out loud to the class while their group members move through three 

tableaus based on events in the poem.  

This lesson will be:   ✔ Integrated ELD    ____  Designated ELD 

 

Lesson Structure  

Introduction:  

10 mins  

Tableau video explanation  

Tableau examples from theatre class (photos)   

Practice:  

15 mins  

In partners, students are shown a photo of a tableau and must make an 

inference about what action is taking place in the scene  

Graphic organizer:  

30 mins  

Students begin to brainstorm their own tableaus using the graphic 

organizer  

Group Work Director #1 

15 mins   

Student with closest birthday will be director for day #1. They will be 

directing their group while the other group members serve the role of 

“actors.” The director will take the role of an actor for the other three days 

(and vice versa) 

Performance: 

2-3 minutes per group  

Director #1 will read their poem out loud while group members move 

through the tableaus.  



 

RANDOM AUTOBIOGRAPHY BRAINSTORM 
STUDENT GRAPHIC ORGANIZER  

 
DIRECTIONS: Write a poem about yourself, your life, and your experiences using sensory 
details and figurative language. First, fill out the outline on this page to start brainstorming ideas. 
You must fill out all the boxes. Then, on the back of this paper, write the rough draft of your 
poem using the examples as inspiration.  
 
PART ONE: The most memorable things I have ever... 

Seen  Heard  Tasted  Smelled  Touched  

*A shooting star   
 

* 
 

 

*  

* My favorite singer in 
concert  
 
* 
 

 

* 
  

* Apple cider from 
Apple Hill  
 
* 
 

 

* 

* vanilla pine tree  
 

* 
 

 

* 

*Icicles hanging from 
the roof of a cabin 
 
* 
 

 

* 

 
PART TWO: Figurative Language: You must use least TWO (two similes, two metaphors, or 
one of each)  

Metaphor   
I am  

Simile   
I am as __________________ as a ________________________ 

 
PART THREE: Fill out all 9 boxes. You must pick at least four to put in your poem.  

I laughed so hard when    I’ve learned  I once  

I cried when   I love to  I used to  

I sometimes   I remember  I discovered  

 
PART FOUR:  

Two of your best memories:  
 
1.  
 
2. 

Two painful/ sad memories  
 
1.  
 
2.  

 



 

Example: (Excerpt from student poem)  

I have been to India  
where I saw wild monkeys  
climb trees as tall as 
skyscrapers.  
 
I have been to Yellowstone  
where I saw brave brown 
buffalo follow my footsteps.  
I have touched dogs that bite 
and snakes that can kill.  
 
On vacation the ocean 
swallowed me and now I don’t 
go swimming. 

I have lost trust and 
respect. 
I still haven’t earned it 
back.  
I have lost friends and 
family 
who will never come 
back.   
I have found hope in dark 
places.  
I have found knowledge 
and wisdom. 
 
I have seen the sunset 
from Bull Mountain in 
Montana.  
I was the unexpected 
killer in a game of Clue. 

I once gave advice to a friend but 
got yelled at because it wasn’t what 
she wanted to hear. 
 
Only once have I been in love,  
but now it’s over,  
and now I’m not sure what love is.  
 
I am a question waiting to be 
answered.   

 
Rough Draft  

 
Requirements:  

• Must be true facts or stories about yourself. (You can be as personal/deep as you want)  
• Must contain at least 4 DIFFERENT poetic devices (Use your poetic devices notes) 
• Must highlight the poetic devices you use.   
• Must be at least 155 words. It should be as long as the student example above.  

 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

TABLEAU BRAINSTORM 

STUDENT GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 

Directions: Choose three significant or meaningful scenes from your poem to turn into tableaus. Use the 

graphic organizer to fill in  

Tableau #1 

 

1) Where does this picture take place? 

 

 

2) Who are the characters involved?  

 

 

3) What emotion/s does the scene portray?  

 

 

Draw an Image of Tableau #1 

Tableau #2 

 

1) Where does this picture take place? 

 

 

2) Who are the characters involved?  

 

 

3) What emotion/s does the scene portray?  

 

 

Draw an Image of Tableau #2 

Tableau #3 

 

1) Where does this picture take place? 

 

 

2) Who are the characters involved?  

 

 

3) What emotion/s does the scene portray?  

 

 

Draw an Image of Tableau #3 

  

  



 

 


